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1. LET ME FIRST EXPRESS MY GRATITUDE TO TAN SRI ABDULLAH AHMAD AND 
ALL THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE OXBRIDGE SOCIETY OF MALAYSIA FOR GIVING 
ME THE HONOUR TO ADDRESS SUCH AN AUGUST GATHERING*  AS GRADUATES 
OF OXFORD OR CAMBRIDGE, YOU ARE MEMBERS OF AN ELITE INTELLECTUAL 
TRADITION – A TRADITION WHICH I AM SURE YOU WILL ALL CHERISH FOR THE 
REST OF YOUR LIVES*  MANY OF YOU HAVE OR WILL REACH THE PINNACLES OF 
YOUR PROFESSION*  MANY OF YOU ARE OPINION MAKERS AND LEADERS IN OUR 
COMMUNITY*  SO FOR ME TO BE ABLE TO SHARE SOME OF MY THOUGHTS WITH 
YOU IS A TREMENDOUS HONOUR AND PRIVILEGE* 
 
2. ALTHOUGH I DID NOT ATTEND OXBRDIGE, OR A UNIVERSITY ABROAD FOR 
THAT MATTER, I AM UNIQUELY QUALIFIED TO SPEAK TO THIS COMBINED SOCIETY*  
MY SON READ LAW AT CAMBRIDGE AND MY SON-IN-LAW STUDIED P.P.E. AT 
OXFORD*  THAT FORCES ME TO MEDIATE AT FAMILY DINNERS*  SO TODAY I SPEAK 
AS IMPARTIALLY AND AS OBJECTIVELY AS POSSIBLE* 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
3. AFTER HAVING GIVEN YOUR SOCIETY’S INVITATION CAREFUL THOUGHT, I 
DECIDED TO SPEAK ON THE THEME OF “COMPETING FOR TOMORROW”*  I CHOSE 
THIS SUBJECT BECAUSE I WANT TO IMPRESS UPON YOU THE KEY CHALLENGES 
THAT LIE AHEAD FOR OUR COUNTRY*   
 
4. AFTER 45 YEARS OF INDEPENDENCE, WE HAVE EMERGED AS A CONFIDENT 
AND FORWARD LOOKING COUNTRY*  WE ARE SEEING IN OUR LIFETIME, THE 
EMERGENCE OF A NATIONAL IDENTITY THAT BINDS US AS MALAYSIANS*  WE 
HAVE TRANSFORMED OUR ECONOMY, NOT ONCE, BUT TWICE AND BEYOND*  
GLOBALLY, WE ARE THE ENVY OF THE DEVELOPING WORLD BECAUSE WE PUNCH 
ABOVE OUR WEIGHT*  MOST IMPORTANTLY, I BELIEVE, IS THAT WE KNOW WHERE 
WE WANT TO GO*  
 
5. I HAVE BEEN INCREASINGLY ASKED THE SAME QUESTION BY 
JOURNALISTS, FUND MANAGERS, POLITICAL ANALYSTS AND OTHERS INTERESTED 
IN THE FUTURE OF MALAYSIA*  THEY ASK ME WHAT MY VISION IS FOR MALAYSIA*  
AND I HAVE ALWAYS GIVEN THE SAME ANSWER*  MY VISION FOR MALAYSIA IS 
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VISION 2020 THAT WAS ARTICULATED BY YAB DATO’ SERI DR MAHATHIR 
MOHAMAD IN 1991*  ANYBODY WHO HAS READ THE NINE STRATEGIC CHALLENGES 
OF VISION 2020 WILL FIND IT DIFFICULT NOT TO SUBSCRIBE TO ITS GOALS*  IT IS 
HOLISTIC, PROGRESSIVE, MODERN, AND YET ROOTED IN WHAT IS UNIQUELY 
MALAYSIAN*  IT PUSHES OUR COUNTRY TOWARDS DEVELOPMENT AND 
PROSPERITY, YET CALLS FOR ADVANCEMENT TO BE TEMPERED BY JUSTICE, 
VALUES AND COMPASSION*  DR MAHATHIR’S VISION HAS BECOME MY VISION, AND 
THE VISION OF ALL MALAYSIANS – WE NEED NOT DREAM ANOTHER DREAM* 
 
6. THE MORE INTERESTING QUESTION THAT PEOPLE SHOULD BE ASKING ME, 
AND ONE OTHER, IS HOW DO WE GET THERE?*  WE SEE OUR DESTINATION, BUT 
OUR ROAD MAP HAS YET TO CRYSTALLISE*  WE KNOW WHAT WE WANT TO BE, 
BUT WE ARE UNCERTAIN HOW TO BECOME*  WE WANT TO BE A FULLY 
DEVELOPED ECONOMY, BUT THE GLOBAL ECONOMY – TO WHICH WE ARE 
GREATLY DEPENDENT AND EXPOSED – BECOMES MORE VOLATILE AND 
UNPREDICTABLE*  WE WANT TO CREATE A BANGSA MALAYSIA, YET OUR 
CHILDREN ARE GROWING APART*  WE WANT TO BE A MATURE AND LIBERAL 
SOCIETY, BUT SIGNS OF INTOLERANCE AND EXCLUSION ARE BEGINNING TO 
EMERGE*  WE WANT TO FOSTER A SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY, YET WE STILL REMAIN 
CONSUMERS AND NOT CREATORS OF TECHNOLOGY*   
  
7. THERE CAN BE NO ROOM FOR WISHFUL THINKING OR COMPLACENCY*  
OUR SUCCESS TODAY DOES NOT GUARANTEE SUCCESS IN THE FUTURE*  WE 
CANNOT PLAN AS IF THE FUTURE WILL UNFOLD IN A LINEAR MANNER*  TO GIVE 
YOU AN EXAMPLE, IT WAS NOT SO LONG AGO THAT OUR SOCCER TEAM COULD 
BEAT SOUTH KOREA AND JAPAN*  TODAY WE STRUGGLE AGAINST LAOS*  OUR 
BADMINTON PLAYERS USE TO STAND AT THE TOP OF THE WORLD RANKINGS*  
WHERE ARE WE TODAY?*  OUR HOPE OF RECAPTURING THAT GLORY NOW RESTS 
ON PEOPLE LIKE HAFIZ HASHIM*  SIMILARLY TODAY WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON 
BEING THE STANDARD BEARER OF THE THIRD WORLD – A MODEL, DEVELOPING 
MUSLIM COUNTRY*  BUT AS OUR SPORTING ANALOGIES DEMONSTRATE, THERE 
ARE NO GUARANTEES THAT WE WILL REMAIN SUCCESSFUL, LET ALONE REACH 
GREATER HEIGHTS* 
 
8. IF WE ARE GOING TO REALISE VISION 2020, WE MUST COMPETE FOR IT AND 
WORK HARD TO ACHIEVE IT*  IT WILL REQUIRE CHANGES IN THE WAY WE DO 
THINGS AND IN THE WAY WE MANAGE OUR COUNTRY*  IT NECESSITATES A MORE 
HEIGHTENED LEVEL OF COMMITMENT FROM ALL SEGMENTS OF SOCIETY*  IT 
CALLS FOR SACRIFICES FROM ALL COMMUNITIES AND COURAGE TO SEE BEYOND 
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OUR RESPECTIVE COMMUNAL PRISMS*  MOST IMPORTANTLY, WE NEED TO THINK 
DIFFERENTLY*  
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
9. IN AN INCREASINGLY GLOBALISED WORLD, COMPETITION WILL COME TO 
US EVEN IF WE DO NOT SEEK IT*  WE WILL HAVE TO COMPETE FOR INVESTMENTS, 
FOR MARKETS AND FOR IDEAS*  WHAT WE CONSIDER TODAY AS FACTORS THAT 
ENHANCE MALAYSIA’S COMPETITIVENESS ARE INCREASINGLY BEING PROVIDED 
BY OTHER COUNTRIES*  WE ARE, FOR EXAMPLE, ALREADY SEEING THE EROSION 
OF OUR WAGE-BASED COMPETITIVENESS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES PROVIDING 
SKILLED LABOUR AT A FRACTION OF OUR COSTS*   
 
10. WE MUST MOVE UP THE VALUE CHAIN*  I BELIEVE WE ARE MORE THAN 
CAPABLE OF DOING SO*  WE HAVE INVESTED HEAVILY IN LAYING THE 
FOUNDATIONS FOR A COMPETITIVE MALAYSIA*  NOWHERE IS THIS MORE EVIDENT 
THAN IN THE PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE THAT WE HAVE BUILT*  IN THE LAST 
FIFTEEN YEARS, WE HAVE DEVELOPED A SYSTEM OF HIGHWAYS, PORTS AND 
AIRPORTS THAT IS WORLD-CLASS*  IN THE EIGHTH MALAYSIA PLAN FROM 2001-
2005, WE HAVE SET ASIDE 21 BILLION RINGGIT TO FURTHER IMPROVE OUR 
INFRASTRUCTURE, FROM LAYING NEW ROADS, TO ENHANCING THE 
CONNECTIVITY OF OUR PORTS AND BRINGING MORE AMENITIES TO THE RURAL 
AREAS*   
 
11. WE HAVE SET UP WORLD-CLASS FACILITIES WITH REGIONAL, EVEN 
GLOBAL ASPIRATIONS*  THE MULTIMEDIA SUPER CORRIDOR IS ONE OF THE 
WORLD’S FIRST INTEGRATED ENVIRONMENT FOR MULTIMEDIA*  THE M.S.C. WAS 
AN INTERNATIONAL VISION*  IT WAS PLANNED AS A VEHICLE TO ATTRACT WORLD-
CLASS TECHNOLOGY COMPANIES, A PLATFORM FOR PRODUCERS OF CUTTING 
EDGE MULTIMEDIA APPLICATIONS AND A TEST BED FOR RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT*  THE KUALA LUMPUR INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT WAS ALSO BUILT 
WITH GLOBAL AMBITIONS*  WE WANTED IT TO BE A REGIONAL HUB FOR 
PASSENGER AND CARGO*  THE PORT OF TANJUNG PELEPAS WAS SIMILARLY 
POSITIONED AS THE REGION’S LEADING TRANSSHIPMENT HUB* 
 
12. WE HAVE PLANNED WELL, BUT HAVE WE BEEN ABLE TO EXECUTE 
EFFECTIVELY?*   WHILE THERE HAVE BEEN SUCCESSES, THERE ARE EQUALLY AS 
MANY EXAMPLES OF PROJECTS THAT HAVE NOT YET TAKEN OFF*  SOME HAVE 
NOT REALISED THEIR POTENTIAL – AND SHOW LITTLE PROSPECT OF DOING SO*  
SOME ARE GROWING SLUGGISHLY, WITH LOW UTILISATION RATES*  SOME HAVE 
EVEN BECOME TOO EMBARRASSING TO MENTION*   
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13. IF WE ARE TO SUCCESSFULLY COMPETE FOR TOMORROW, WE NEED TO 
UNDERSTAND THAT BEING WORLD-CLASS DOES NOT BEGIN AND END WITH 
BUILDING WORLD-CLASS FACILITIES*  WE NEED, ABOVE ALL ELSE, WORLD-CLASS 
MANAGEMENT AND WORKING PRACTICES*  INVESTORS HAVE BECOME MORE 
DISCERNING*  WHAT DISTINGUISHES ONE COUNTRY FROM ANOTHER IS NOT 
MERELY LABOUR COST OR PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE ANY LONGER*  IT IS 
INCREASINGLY GOING TO COME FROM OTHER SOURCES*  INNOVATION, 
PRODUCTIVITY, SERVICE AND EFFICIENCY ARE ALL POTENTIAL HIDDEN BENEFITS 
OF DOING BUSINESS IN A COUNTRY*  CONVERSELY, THE LACK OF THESE 
FACTORS MAY INCUR HIGH HIDDEN COSTS, THEREBY ERODING OUR 
COMPETITIVENESS EVEN FURTHER* 
 
14. WHAT WILL CONTINUE TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IS THE HUMAN FACTOR*  
THERE ARE COUNTRIES THAT HAVE NO NATURAL RESOURCES TO SPEAK OF, 
WHICH HAVE SUCCESSFULLY POSITIONED THEMSELVES AS PRODUCERS OF FINE 
FINISHED PRODUCTS AND PROVIDERS OF VALUE-ADDED SERVICES*  THEY 
UNDERSTOOD THEIR LIMITATIONS AND WORKED AROUND THEM*  ON THE OTHER 
HAND, THERE ARE ALSO MANY COUNTRIES WITH ABUNDANT RESOURCES – WITH 
FERTILE LAND AND VEGETATION – WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO TRANSFORM 
THIS NATURAL ADVANTAGE INTO A COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE*  WHAT MAKES THE 
DIFFERENCE IS THE HUMAN MIND AND WHETHER IT IS CAPABLE OF CREATING 
WEALTH AND VALUE, EVEN UNDER GREAT CONSTRAINTS* 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
15. THE WAY I SEE IT, THE MALAISE AFFECTING MALAYSIA THAT MAY WELL 
JEOPARDISE OUR WAY FORWARD IS A CASE OF HAVING FIRST WORLD 
INFRASTRUCTURE AND THIRD WORLD MENTALITY*  FROM POOR EXECUTION AND 
INEPT MANAGEMENT TO  SHODDY MAINTENANCE AND APPALLING CUSTOMER 
SERVICE, MALAYSIA IS IN DANGER OF POSSESSING THE HARDWARE, BUT LITTLE 
SOFTWARE* 
 
16. THIS MENTALITY AFFECTS THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTOR, AS WELL AS 
SOCIETY IN GENERAL*  IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR, IT MANIFESTS ITSELF IN LAYERS 
OF BUREAUCRACY THAT IMPEDES EFFECTIVE DELIVERY*  IN THE PRIVATE 
SECTOR, IT IS EVIDENT IN LOW SERVICE LEVELS AND THE LACK OF GLOBAL BEST 
PRACTICES*  SOCIALLY, WE LACK THE QUALITY OF CIVIC VIRTUE – AN 
INDISPENSABLE VALUE THAT ENSURES SHARED RESPONSIBILITY FOR OUR 
COMMUNITY*   
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17. AS AN ILLUSTRATION, IN THE I.M.D. WORLD COMPETITIVENESS REPORT 
2002, MALAYSIA WAS RANKED 7TH IN THE WORLD FOR INFRASTRUCTURE 
PLANNING*  BUT WHEN IT CAME TO BUREAUCRACY HINDERING BUSINESS 
MALAYSIA FELL TO 13TH PLACE*  AND WHEN IT CAME TO CUSTOMER 
SATISFACTION, MALAYSIA FINDS ITSELF IN 24TH PLACE*  ANOTHER EXAMPLE THAT 
MANY OF YOU WILL BE ABLE TO RELATE TO IS SERVICE STANDARDS*  IN A 
PRESTIGIOUS RANKING OF SERVICE FOR ASIAN HOTELS, ONLY ONE MALAYSIAN 
HOTEL MAKES THE LIST OUT OF 56 THAT WERE SELECTED*   
 
18. IF YOU OPERATE A HOTEL IN MALAYSIA, YOU NEED APPROXIMATELY 64 
SEPARATE APPROVALS EVERY YEAR FROM MULTIPLE AGENCIES*  SURELY THIS 
CAN BE STREAMLINED?*  WE ARE ALSO AWARE OF EXCRUCIATING DELAYS AT 
THE LAND OFFICE WITH SIX MONTHS OR MORE BEING THE NORM FOR A SIMPLE 
APPROVAL FOR THE TRANSFER OF LAND*  YOU CAN IMAGINE WHAT THAT DOES 
TO THE LIQUIDITY OF PRIVATE ASSETS*  LOAN DOCUMENTATION IN MALAYSIA 
CAN TAKE MONTHS, WHEN INTERNATIONAL BENCHMARKS ARE MEASURED IN 
DAYS*  THESE ARE SOME OF THE UNSEEN COSTS OF THE MALAYSIAN ECONOMY 
THAT A NEW CABINET COMMITTEE ON COMPETITIVENESS WHICH I CHAIR WILL BE 
FOCUSING ON RECTIFYING* 
 
19. THIS IS NOT TO SAY THAT WE ARE INCAPABLE OF MEETING 
INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS*  THE NATIONAL OIL COMPANY PETRONAS IS AN 
EXAMPLE OF A GLOBALLY COMPETITIVE PLAYER UNENCUMBERED BY THIRD 
WORLD THINKING*  IT HAS SUCCESSFULLY GROWN FROM MEETING DOMESTIC 
NEEDS TO HAVING NUMEROUS SUCCESSFUL INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENTS 
ACROSS THE VALUE CHAIN*  OUR L.N.G. FACILITY IN BINTULU IS WELL-RUN WITH 
ON-TIME DELIVERY TO MEET THE EXACTING STANDARDS OF INTERNATIONAL 
CUSTOMERS*  FORBES.COM RECENTLY RANKED THE MAS GOLDEN LOUNGE IN 
THEIR TOP TEN AIRPORT LOUNGES IN THE WORLD*   
 
20. GONE ARE THE DAYS WHERE OUR SUCCESS STORIES ARE BLOATED AND 
LEVERAGED CONGLOMERATES WITH NATURAL MONOPOLIES AND BIG 
CONCESSIONS*  IF WE ARE TO SURVIVE AND SUCCEED WE MUST REACH BEYOND 
OUR BORDERS AND DEMONSTRATE THAT WE ARE ABLE TO MEET GLOBAL 
STANDARDS*   
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
21. IN ORDER FOR MALAYSIA TO MOVE FORWARD, THERE NEEDS TO BE A 
CHANGE IN HOW STAKEHOLDERS ARE POSITIONED*  TODAY, INDIVIDUALS ARE 
SEEN AS A LABOUR BASE*  CORPORATIONS ARE INSULATED IN A PARADIGM OF 
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LOCAL COMPETITION*  AND THE GOVERNMENT ACTS AS AN ADMINISTRATOR*  
COMPETING FOR TOMORROW WILL MEAN SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN THESE 
ROLES*  INDIVIDUALS WILL FORM A KNOWLEDGE BASE THAT REWARDS 
EXCELLENCE AND IS INCREASINGLY JUDGED ON MERIT; CORPORATIONS MUST 
EMBRACE GLOBAL COMPETITION AND THEREFORE BE CUSTOMER FOCUSED AND 
QUALITY DRIVEN; AND THE GOVERNMENT WILL MOVE TO BECOME  A FACILITATOR 
THAT IS SERVICE ORIENTED, EFFICIENT AND PROACTIVE* 
 
22. TO COMPETE EFFECTIVELY, WE NEED MORE THAN A HANDFUL OF GLOBAL 
PLAYERS*  WE NEED TO ENSURE THAT ALL STAKEHOLDERS ARE COMMITTED TO 
A NEW REGIMENT OF THINKING*  IF IT SUFFICES FOR US TO MERELY ASPIRE TO 
BECOME JAGUH KAMPONG AND JUST MAKAN GAJI, VISION 2020 WILL BE AN 
ELUSIVE DREAM* 
 
23. WE MUST ALSO ADDRESS SOME KEY CONCERNS THAT CANNOT BE 
IGNORED OR SET ASIDE*  THE FIRST THAT COMES TO MY MIND IS CORRUPTION 
AND THE ABUSE OF TRUST*  THIS HAPPENS BOTH IN THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE 
SECTORS*  IT IS PERPETRATED BY MALAYSIANS OF ALL RACES*  WE REGULARLY 
HEAR ANECDOTAL EVIDENCE ABOUT SOMEONE WHO HAS BEEN ASKED TO PAY A 
BRIBE*  AGAIN THE PROBLEM IS EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT*  IN THIS CASE IT IS 
ENFORCEMENT*  MALAYSIA HAS AMONG THE MOST STRINGENT ANTI-
CORRUPTION LAWS AND CODES FOR CORPORATE GOVERNANCE*  BUT CREATING 
A TOUGH FRAMEWORK IS NOT SUFFICIENT IF WE ARE UNABLE TO EMPOWER 
LEGISLATION WITH ENFORCEMENT* 
 
24. IF CORRUPTION IS TO BE ROOTED OUT, IT IS INCUMBENT UPON 
EVERYBODY TO WORK AGAINST IT*  ONCE AGAIN, OUR MENTALITY MUST 
CHANGE*  WE CANNOT DISMISS THE PROBLEM BY SAYING THAT THIS IS JUST THE 
WAY THINGS ARE DONE IN MALAYSIA AND OFFER TO PAY A BRIBE INSTEAD OF 
SETTLING SUMMONSES*  IN FACT, IN A RECENT STUDY COMMISSIONED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT, 87% OF THE RESPONDENTS FROM ACROSS THE COUNTRY 
DISAGREED TO USING BRIBES TO GET THINGS DONE; PROOF THAT THE MAJORITY 
OF MALAYSIANS DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THIS IS THE WAY OF DOING THINGS* 
   
25. SECONDLY, WE MUST RESPECT PROPERTY*  MALAYSIANS HAVE YET TO 
SEE PROPERTY IN TERMS BEYOND WHAT THEY PRIVATELY OWN*  WE ARE 
NOTORIOUS FOR NOT RESPECTING INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY*  PIRACY OF MUSIC, 
FILM AND SOFTWARE ARE STILL GRAVE CONCERNS*  AGAIN THE PROBLEM IS 
BOTH ENFORCEMENT AND COMPLICITY OF THE PUBLIC*   
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26. WE ARE EQUALLY DISRESPECTFUL OF PUBLIC PROPERTY*  I DO NOT NEED 
TO DWELL AT LENGTH ABOUT THE STATE OF PUBLIC LAVATORIES*  PUBLIC 
TELEPHONES ARE FREQUENTLY VANDALISED AND SELDOM FIXED*  WE 
INCREASINGLY PARK OUR CARS HAPHAZARDLY BECAUSE WE ARE TOO LAZY TO 
WALK*  AND OF COURSE, WHEN WE DRIVE ON THE HIGHWAY WE PREFER TO 
THROW OUR RUBBISH OUT OF THE WINDOW BECAUSE WE DO NOT WANT IT IN 
OUR CAR*   
 
27. OUR GREED AND IGNORANCE CONTINUES TO DRIVE US TO DESPOIL OUR 
GOD-GIVEN NATURAL RESOURCES*  OUR FOREST AND RIVERS – ONCE ABUNDANT 
SOURCES OF SUSTENANCE AND WEALTH – CONTINUE TO BE DESTROYED AND 
POLLUTED*  THIS IRRESPONSIBLE BEHAVIOUR DOES NOT COME WITHOUT AN 
ECONOMIC COST*  FOR EVERY RIVER THAT NEEDS TO BE CLEANED, FOR EVERY 
LANDSLIDE THAT NEEDS TO BE CLEARED, TAXPAYERS MONEY MUST BE SPENT*  
THIS ‘UGLY MALAYSIAN’ DISPOSITION DEMONSTRATES THE LACK OF CIVIC VIRTUE 
IN OUR SOCIETY*  WE ARE OBLIVIOUS TO OTHERS AROUND US AND YET WE 
EXPECT SOMEONE ELSE TO CLEAN UP AFTER US*  MORE OFTEN THAN NOT WE 
EXPECT THE GOVERNMENT OR LOCAL AUTHORITIES TO MOP UP OUR MESS*  WE 
INCREASINGLY ABROGATE TO OTHERS WHAT IT IS TO BE A RESPONSIBLE CITIZEN 
BECAUSE WE SIMPLY CANNOT BE BOTHERED*  
 
28. THIRD, WE MUST ABANDON THE NOTION THAT THE GOVERNMENT OWES US 
A LIVING*  IT IS THIS MENTALITY THAT BREEDS DEPENDENCY AND PROMOTES 
RENT SEEKERS*  WHEN THE GOVERNMENT IS SEEN, NOT AS A FACILITATOR OF 
BUSINESS, BUT A PROVIDER OF CONTRACTS AND CONCESSIONS, GENUINE 
ENTREPRENEURS WILL BE CROWDED OUT BY COMMISSION AGENTS WITH ‘KNOW-
WHO’ ABILITIES AND NO ‘KNOW-HOW’ TALENTS*     
 
29. THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT SOCIO-ECONOMIC POLICY MUST CONTINUE TO 
FOCUS ON CORRECTING HISTORICAL ECONOMIC IMBALANCES ALONG RACIAL 
LINES*  HOWEVER, AS WE ENDEAVOUR TO CREATE A COMPETITIVE ECONOMY, WE 
MUST REASSESS THE MANNER IN WHICH RE-DISTRIBUTIVE JUSTICE IS CARRIED 
OUT*  WE MAY HAVE TO ADMIT THAT IN CERTAIN CASES THE SIMPLE TRANSFER 
OF WEALTH FROM THE GOVERNMENT TO CERTAIN PRIVATE COMPANIES HAVE 
NOT YIELDED THE RESULTS THAT WERE HOPED FOR*  A MORE COMPETITIVE 
ECONOMY CANNOT AFFORD TO CONTINUE TO ABSORB UNPRODUCTIVE 
ECONOMIC RENTS*  HENCE, WE MUST NOW MAKE SURE THAT RE-DISTRIBUTIVE 
JUSTICE IS CARRIED OUT ON THE BASIS OF IDENTIFYING GENUINE NEED AND 
THAT OPPORTUNITIES ARE GIVEN TO THOSE WITH VALUE-ADDED POTENTIAL* 
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30. SIMILARLY, SUCCESSFULLY COMBATING POVERTY GOES BEYOND 
MONETARY ASSISTANCE AND THE PROVISION OF OPPORTUNITIES*  ESCAPING 
POVERTY IS NOT JUST ESCAPING DEPRIVATION; IT IS ABOUT ABANDONING A 
STATE OF MIND*  ABOVE AND BEYOND GOVERNMENT POLICIES, IT IS INCUMBENT 
UPON INDIVIDUALS TO EMPOWER THEMSELVES WITH KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND 
THE SELF-BELIEF TO IMPROVE THEIR LOT IN LIFE* 
 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 
31. REALISING VISION 2020 REQUIRES US TO PUSH OURSELVES IN WAYS WE 
HAVE NEVER IMAGINED*  IT REQUIRES US TO COME TO TERMS WITH OUR 
SHORTCOMINGS, HONESTLY AND OPENLY*  WE MUST NOT HIDE BEHIND THE 
EXUBERANCE OF SHORT-TERM SUCCESSES, OR INFLATE OUR SELF-IMPORTANCE*  
CONFIDENCE IS INDISPENSABLE TO NATION-BUILDING, BUT CONFIDENCE CAN 
EASILY TURN INTO COMPLACENCY*  AND CONFIDENCE CAN EASILY BE 
MISPLACED AND ABUSED*  WHEN WE ARE LULLED INTO A FALSE COMFORT ZONE, 
WE BECOME OBLIVIOUS TO THE MANY THINGS THAT STILL NEED TO BE DONE*  WE 
AVOID INTROSPECTION AND DISMISS CRITICISM*  WE MUST NOT LIVE IN A SUCH 
STATE OF DENIAL*  
 
32. WHAT I HAVE OUTLINED TODAY IS BY NO MEANS AN EXHAUSTIVE LIST OF 
SOME OF THE CHALLENGES THAT LIE AHEAD FOR US*  I HAVE ATTEMPTED TO 
OFFER EXAMPLES OF WHERE WE CAN IMPROVE AND WHAT WE CAN DO*  BUT THE 
KEY MESSAGE THAT I WANT TO REITERATE IS THAT WITHOUT CHANGING OUR 
MINDSET, ATTITUDE AND MENTALITY, WE WILL NOT USHER IN THE FUTURE THAT 
WE ENVISION*  BUILDING A BETTER MALAYSIA MEANS BEING BETTER 
MALAYSIANS*  IF WE CANNOT STEP UP TO THIS CHALLENGE, WE WILL ALMOST 
CERTAINLY BE POOR MALAYSIANS – LEFT BEHIND* THANK YOU* 


